CHAPTER V
THE WAR IN BENGAL
THE aspect of foreign affairs was threatening; Europe
was arming for the gigantic struggle which was to be
known in history as the Seven Years' War; and an
early rupture was expected between England and
France. The 'colonists of the two countries had com-
menced fighting in America; and it was manifest that,
if war broke out in Europe, it would soon extend to
India. The Directors of the East India Company, fore-
seeing the coming storm, determined to strengthen their
position in the Carnatic and to destroy French influence
in the Deccan. They appointed Olive to Fort St.
David, and, to avoid any disputes about rank, they
obtained for him a commission as Lieutenant-Colonel in
the King's army. They intended that Clive, before
proceeding to his government, should assemble a force
at Bombay, and in conjunction with the Mahrattas
attack the French and their allies in the Deccan. When,
however, the expedition was planned, the Duke of
Cumberland insisted that Colonel Scott, who had gone
out to India in the previous year as chief engineer,
should have the command, Clive wished, in consequence,
to sail direct to Fort St. David; but the Directors, hoping